THE CHURGH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER- DAY SAINTS
OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY
47 EAsT SouTH TEMPLE STREET. SALT LAKE Crry, UtaH 84150-1000

June 20, 2008

To: General Authorities, Area Seventies, and the following in California: Stake and Mission
Presidents; Bishops and Branch Presidents

(To be read in sacrament meeting on June 29, 2008)

Dear Brethren and Sisters:

Preserving Traditional Marriage and Strengthening Families

In March 2000 California voters overwhelmingly approved a state law providing that
“Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.” The
California Supreme Court recently reversed this vote of the people. On November 4, 2008,
Californians will vote on a proposed amendment to the California state constitution that will now
restore the March 2000 definition of marriage approved by the voters.

The Church’s teachings and position on this moral issue are unequivocal. Marriage
between a man and a woman is ordained of God, and the formation of families is central to the
Creator’s plan for His children. Children are entitled to be born within this bond of marriage.

A broad-based coalition of churches and other organizations placed the proposed
amendment on the ballot. The Church will participate with this coalition in seeking its passage.
Local Church leaders will provide information about how you may become involved in this
important cause.

We ask that you do all you can to support the proposed constitutional amendment by
donating of your means and time to assure that marriage in California is legally defined as being
between a man and a woman. Our best efforts are required to preserve the sacred institution of
marriage.

Sincerely yours,
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The First Presidency




This letter is being distributed in English only in California. If leaders need it in other languages, they may contact
the member of the Presidency of the Seventy who supervises the area. Area leaders can forward requests to the
Publications and Media Project Office at Church headquarters (1-801-240-2933). 08028




